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AP WRITING 101

When writing a paragraph or essay for AP English, the
fundamentals lie in A.P.E.

To assert means to make a
claim. Each paragraph
should begin with an
arguable, defensible claim.
This claim serves as your
topic sentence and drives
the entirety of your
paragraph. Once you get
into writing full essays,
this claim should build on
a line of reasoning as well. 

Assert
Your claim cannot be
stated and left alone. You
must then prove the
assertion, and proof in
AP® English courses
comes from the text. Use
quotes when the text is in
front of you, concrete and
specific details when it is
not. Be specific and
choose only the best
evidence that proves your
assertion. 

Prove
Because your proof comes
from an outside text, we
need the paragraph to
return to your persuasive
objective. You must now
explain how the textual
evidence proves your
assertion. This can also be
called the so what portion
of the paragraph. You've
made claim, but you why
does it matter?

Explain
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Follow Me!

This resource is copyright protected
and one purchase equals one teaching
license. The materials included in this
purchase are not to be shared or
distributed in any way, even among
colleagues or departments. An
additional license can be purchased
from TpT for a discounted price. The
items in this resource may be
customized and edited for personal
classroom use but may not be
changed and re-sold or distributed.
Doing so will result in legal action
taken on part of the seller.

Thank you for downloading this resource! To leave a review (and earn credits toward future TpT
products!) please click on “My Purchases” on your Teachers Pay Teachers account and leave
feedback on this product. I greatly appreciate the feedback that my buyers leave me! 

Use these lessons to introduce individual
AP® Lit skills to your students. Each
includes an engaging media clip, sample
poetry lesson, and suggested poems for
expansion. 

This resource was  created with
Canva.com and used with a purchased
license. Any pictures used are used with
license from Canva or Wikimedia
Commons in the public domain.

My blog houses free lesson plans,
strategies, and ongoing discussions on
engagement and inclusion in AP® Lit
and ELA classrooms.

This best-selling resource offers a full
year of short fiction, poetry, prose, and
writing lessons to virtually eliminate
planning time.
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