©2025, Lit & More
Step 1:
Read your selected text. Select 3-4 skills to analyze from the list below. (These may be skills your teacher assigns or you could choose them yourself.) Assign each a color and write the assigned skill in the space below. While you read, highlight these colors.

AP Lit Essential Skill 1 – 



AP Lit Essential Skill 2 – 



AP Lit Essential Skill 3 - 



AP Lit Essential Skill 4 - 


Skills for Highlighting:
CHR 1.A – Character details, perspective, and motives.
CHR 1.B – Character change
CHR 1.C – Contrasting character details
SET 2.A – Setting details
STR 3.A – Plot events & plot order
STR 3.C – Contrasts
STR 3.F – Conflict
NAR 4.A – Identify and describe the narrator or speaker
NAR 4.C – Identify and describe details, diction, or syntax that reveal a narrator’s or speaker’s perspective
FIG 5.A – Distinguish between the literal and figurative meanings of words and phrases
Fig 5.C – Identify symbols
FIG 5.D – Identify imagery
FIG 6.A – Identify similes
FIG 6.B – Identify metaphors
FIG 6.C – Identify personification
FIG 6.D – Identify allusions


Step 2:
Now that you’ve read & highlighted, it’s time to analyze. It’s not just enough to find evidence, we need to comment on the function of different literary devices. Examine the different skills below, each analyzing the function of a literary device.  In the space below, select four functional skills you can analyze using your highlighting as evidence. On a separate sheet, write a paragraph explaining each of your functional skills. Use highlighted evidence to support your analysis.

AP Lit Essential Skill 1 - 

AP Lit Essential Skill 2 - 

AP Lit Essential Skill 3 - 

AP Lit Essential Skill 4 - 

Skills for Analysis
CHR 1.D – Characters’ complex relationships with one another
CHR 1.E – Character details that reveal complexity
SET 2.B – Function of a setting
SET 2.C – Relationship between character and setting
STR 3.B – Function of plot events & plot order
STR 3.C – Function of structure in a text
STR 3.C – Function of Contrasts
STR 3.E – Function of significant event or set of events
STR 3.F – Function of conflict
NAR 4.B – Identify and explain the function of point of view
NAR 4.D – Explain how a narrator’s reliability affects a narrative
FIG 5.B – Explain the function of specific words and phrases
FiG 5.C – Explain the function of a symbol
FIG 5.D – Explain the function of an image or imagery
FIG 6.A – Explain the functions of similes
FIG 6.B – Explain the functions of metaphors
FIG 6.C – Explain the function of personification
FIG 6.D – Explain the function of an allusion


STUDENT SAMPLE

Step 1:
Read your selected text. Select 3-4 skills to analyze from the list below. (These may be skills your teacher assigns or you could choose them yourself.) Assign each a color and write the assigned skill in the space below. While you read, highlight these colors.

AP Lit Essential Skill 1 – 
CHR 1.A - Character details, perspective, and motives

AP Lit Essential Skill 2 – SET 2.A – Setting details


AP Lit Essential Skill 3 – FIG 5.A – Distinguish between literary and figurative meanings of words and phrases. 

AP Lit Essential Skill 4 – FIG 6.D - Identify allusions

Skills for Highlighting:
CHR 1.A – Character details, perspective, and motives.
CHR 1.B – Character change
CHR 1.C – Contrasting character details
SET 2.A – Setting details
STR 3.A – Plot events & plot order
STR 3.C – Contrasts
STR 3.F – Conflict
NAR 4.A – Identify and describe the narrator or speaker
NAR 4.C – Identify and describe details, diction, or syntax that reveal a narrator’s or speaker’s perspective
FIG 5.A – Distinguish between the literal and figurative meanings of words and phrases
Fig 5.C – Identify symbols
FIG 5.D – Identify imagery
FIG 6.A – Identify similes
FIG 6.B – Identify metaphors
FIG 6.C – Identify personification
FIG 6.D – Identify allusions


Step 2:
Now that you’ve read & highlighted, it’s time to analyze. It’s not just enough to find evidence, we need to comment on the function of different literary devices. Examine the different skills below, each analyzing the function of a literary device.  In the space below, select four functional skills you can analyze using your highlighting as evidence. On a separate sheet, write a paragraph explaining each of your functional skills. Use highlighted evidence to support your analysis.
AP Lit Essential Skill 1 – CHR 1.D - Character details that reveal complexity
AP Lit Essential Skill 2 – SET 2.B – Function of a setting
AP Lit Essential Skill 3 – FIG 5.B – Explain the function of words and phrases
AP Lit Essential Skill 4 – FIG 6.D – Explain the function of allusions
Skills for Analysis
CHR 1.D – Characters’ complex relationships with one another
CHR 1.E – Character details that reveal complexity
SET 2.B – Function of a setting
SET 2.C – Relationship between character and setting
STR 3.B – Function of plot events & plot order
STR 3.C – Function of structure in a text
STR 3.C – Function of Contrasts
STR 3.E – Function of significant event or set of events
STR 3.F – Function of conflict
NAR 4.B – Identify and explain the function of point of view
NAR 4.D – Explain how a narrator’s reliability affects a narrative
FIG 5.B – Explain the function of specific words and phrases
FiG 5.C – Explain the function of a symbol
FIG 5.D – Explain the function of an image or imagery
FIG 6.A – Explain the functions of similes
FIG 6.B – Explain the functions of metaphors
FIG 6.C – Explain the function of personification
FIG 6.D – Explain the function of an allusion



